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NEW PRESIDENT OF FORTH

Nektarios Tavernarakis is the only person in Greece that 
has been funded twice this year by the European Research 
Council (ERC) and now the new chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Foundation for Research and Technology 
(FORTH), director of the central management of FORTH and 
researcher.
Nektarios Tavernarakis is also the Director of the Institute of 
Molecular Biology and Biotechnology of FORTH and also 
Professor at the Medical School of the University of Crete.
Additionally,he is also one of only 45 scientists from all 
over Europe who have recently ensured funding from the 
European Council's highly acclaimed Proof of Concept Grant 
program.
Grants for the Innovation Promotion of the European 
Research Council are specifically targeted at researchers 
who have already been funded and support the final stage 
of exploiting the research results for the development of 
innovative products and services.
The aims of the new research program that was funded by 
the ERC regard the development  of  effective interventions 
so as  to tackle serious neuro degenerative diseases.
At the same time. he was elected  member of the Scientific 
Council of the European Council of Research (ERC 
Scientific Council Member). The new members of the 
Scientific Council (SS) are elected by an independent 
6-member panel of distinguished scientists designated by the 
European Committee. The SS is the supreme governing body 
of the European Research Council (ERC) and it currently 
consists of 22 distinguished scientists and academics, whose 
main duty is to develop a strategy and select evaluators for 
proposals submitted for funding by the ERC. ERC, which 
was founded in 2007, is the first Organization to fund 
innovative research in Europe. Till today, it has funded 
around 6,500 researchers. For the years 2014-2020 it 
manages funds of 13 billion euros.
Curriculum Vitae 
Nektarios Tavernarakis is the new chairman of the Board of 
Directors of FORTH, director of the central management of 

FORTH and Director of the Institute of Molecular Biology 
and Biotechnology of the Foundation for Research and 
Technology, He is also  a regular professor at the Medical 
School of the University of Crete. He is also the Director of 
the Postgraduate Studies Program in Bioinformatics at  the 
Medical School of the University of Crete and  also  head 
of the Neurogenetics and Aging Laboratory of IMBB. He 
studied Biology at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
holds a Ph.D. of the Department of Biology of the University 
of Crete and  has worked out postdoctoral studies in the 
United States. His research interests focus on the study 
of the molecular mechanisms governing the function and 
pathophysiology of the nervous system. He  has  significantly 
contributed  to the understanding the mechanisms of 
neurodegeneration, memory and learning, as well as aging.   
He has also contributed to the development of innovative 
experimental tools and methods for the study of  the 
nervous system and cell biology. He has published dozens 
of scientific papers in reputable international scientific 
journals and books, as well as many popular scientific 
articles in Greek and international publications. He is an 
elected member of the Scientific Council of the European 
Research Council, the European Organization for Molecular 
Biology and the European Academy of Sciences. Regarding  
his entire scientific contribution, he has been awarded with 
important international and national distinctions, among 
which the funding from the Innovation Promotion Program 
and two Grants for Respected Researchers of the ERC. 
Indeed, he is among the first in Europe to have received two 
grants from this highly competitive program, the only one so 
far in Greece. He has also been awarded with the Bodossakis 
Academic Prize in Medicine and Biology in the field of 
Biomedical Sciences, with the Research Prize by Friedrich 
Wilhelm Bessel of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 
in Germany, with the Scientific Prize of the Embirikos 
Foundation, with the Aretaieio Prize for the Biomedical 
Sciences of the Academy of Athens and The New Research 
Prize of the European Organization for Molecular Biology.

Nektarios Tavernarakis
Chairman of the Board of Directors Of FORTH, 

director of FORTH's central management and researcher
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Periscope

"The development of the cooperation among the industrial 
parks within the countries where the modern silk road passes,  
as well as the establishment and construction of new ones 
is indeed the objective of the International Chamber of 
Commerce," stressed in an interview to "In-On" magazine 
Mr. Nikolaos A. Vernikos as the founder vice president 
of Silk Road Chamber of International Commerce and 
also President of the Greek National Committee of the 
International Chamber of Commerce.
Question: Tell us about the role of the International Chamber 
of Commerce?
Answer: The objective of the Chamber is to promote 
investment and trade because we believe that this is the best 
way to consolidate peace and avoid war. In this framework,  
regarding the  Silk Road, the Government of China as well 
as the countries  that it passes through land and sea, play 
an important role in removing any obstacles to the mobility 
of people and goods.  The investments  which are made on 
both roads concern infrastructure works  such as seaports. It 
has be noted that more than 90% of goods is  transported by 
sea and the Greek shipowners own 20% of the international 
capacity in this field. That means, they are the first in cargo 
transfer.
Question: What role can Greece play in the "Silk Road''? 
Answer: Greece will benefit from the development of 
commerce and the mobility of people along the "Silk Road" 
since it is strategically located. The Chinese investment 
in Piraeus is a prime example. In fact, Piraeus is today the 
fastest growing port in the world. Also, the ports of Northern 
Greece (Thessalonica, Kavala, Alexandroupolis) also have 
great prospects for development because they can serve  
South East Europe. Another port of great potential, which is 
currently "inactive" is  Astakos, located in Western Greece, 
due to its proximity to Italy. Most goods are shipped by 
containers. It is up to us to create a friendly business climate 
so as to  make investments through land. Especially, as 
far as  the processing of Asian products is concerned , it is 
important  to be able to move freely, free of duty within the 
European market.
Question: Tell us about the "Silk Road"?
Answer: Under the initiative of China's President Xi Jinping 
concerning  the revival of the " Silk Road" in the 21st 
century, namely a road and naval route that could link  Asia, 
Africa, the Middle East and Europe , on 9th December 

2015 in Hong Kong the Silk Road Chamber of Commerce 
(SRCIC) was established. Personally, I participate in the 
founding members as President of ICC Hellas and I am Vice 
President of SRCIC's first Board of Directors. The target 
of this Chinese Chamber is to promote the development 
of cooperation among  silk businesses of the 21st century, 
in accordance with the "One Belt One Road" cooperation 
protocol (28/2015) between the EU & China, highlighting 
investment and trade opportunities.
The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) urges , 
advises  and helps the  countries  that  the Silk Road crosses 
so as to modernize their customs legislation  assisting them 
with uniform rules in order to avoid obstacles regarding the 
mobility of goods between nations.
It is estimated that during the next 5 years  China will import 
goods worth over $ 10 trillion while its foreign investment 
will exceed $ 500bn.
Additionally, it is estimated that more than 500 million 
visits will be realized in the  silk road countries by Chinese 
tourists. The SRCIC informs its members that opportunities 
will be offered for investment in telecommunications and the 
Internet as well as in transport, infrastructure, energy, trade 
facilitation and logistics along with business partnerships and 
cultural exchanges."
 The SRCIC will, within the framework of its activities, 
set up an on line silk road platform which will  provide 
information to its members, stressing particular emphasis on 
the Mass Media of the countries that the Silk Road passes  
regarding the opportunities for product promotion and 
services. The ICC anti-corruption practices will be promoted 
by providing information on its tools and also by projecting 
the ICC's international conventions.
"Silk Road" will provide opportunities for investment and 
trade in the 60 countries it will link, with a total population 
of 4 billion people, affecting also  countries in the rest of the 
world. It is estimated that infrastructure investments will be 
made to a scale of $ 1.5-2 trillion in the first decade and more 
than twice during the second.  This will add 1.5-2% to global 
GDP.
Question: Tell us about the strategic plans of the Chamber in 
view of the "Silk Road"?
Answer: These plans include the  establishment of industrial 
parks which will  ensure investor confidence in order not to 
get involved with environmental, town planning, urban and 

other similar problems that hinder the implementation of 
investment plans.
The largest industrial park can be built in the port of Kavala, 
more particularly, in the areas of the industries that are no 
longer in operation. The key issue is developing  cooperation 
between Industrial Parks in the countries where the 
modern Silk Road passes, as well as the establishment and 
construction of new ones.
The role of Industrial Parks is fundamental as they contribute 
to
• The development of the country's infrastructure
• The increase of competitiveness of the industrial plant
• The promotion of modernization
• The creation of employment
• The industrial decentralization
• The ecological conservation and rational consumption of 
energy and water resources
• The establishment of an integrated framework for smooth 
industrial design and delimitation
• The increase in tax base and revenue
• The increase in the living standards of the communities 
where they are located
It is also worth mentioning that a special contribution to 
world trade will be the creation of an on line digital Silk 
Road, which will link its members worldwide by highlighting 
Silk Road's opportunities for trade and investment. This 
unique on line facility constitutes a priority of the SRCIC 
work project.
Curriculum Vitae 
Mr. Nikolaos A. Vernikos is the President of the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC-Hellas) www.iccwbo.gr,
Vice President the Silk Road Chamber of Commerce, Hong 
Kong (SRCIC),
Member of the Board of Directors of the Naval Chamber of 
Greece www.nee.gr,
Member of the Board of Directors of the Piraeus Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry
http://www.pcci.gr and Member of the Administrative 
Committee of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ODMED).
Also he is: Chairman of the shipping companies of 
VERNIKOS Group www.vernicos.name and Nick. 
E. VERNICOS Tug and Lifeguard Consortium www.
vernicostugs.gr, established in Istanbul in the 19th century.
Vice President of  VERNICOS YACHTS A.E. www.
vernicos.com.
Vice President of EUROCORP AEΠΕΥ www.eurocorp.gr.
Vise President of Consortium Travel SA www.consortium.gr 
With a total experience of more than 35 years in the 
management of the largest companies in the country, he 
has served as Chairman and / or Member of the Board of 
Directors in  companies such as: PPC, National Bank of 
Greece (France), Olympic Airways and its subsidiaries, 
Hellenic Shipyards in Skaramangas, Duty Free Shops, 
MINION Department store, Attica Group / Superfast Ferries 
etc.
He has served as a Prefecture Advisor of Attica region and 
Piraeus for a decade.
Member of Coastal Transport Council
Lloyd’s Underwriting Member.
He has represented Greece at international OECD and 
UNCTAD conferences.
Along with his professional activities he deals with cultural 
and environmental issues. Apart from the National Museum 
of Contemporary Art (EMST), he was also a member of 
the Board of Directors of the  Hellenic Society for the 
Environment and Culture, the European Cultural Center of 
Delphi and the Society for the Creation of a New Building of 
the Hellenic Opera & Academy "Maria Callas". He was the 
founder of the Contemporary Art Center of Kastella.
Mr. Nikolaos A. Vernikos comes from the island of Sifnos. 
He was born in 1945 and studied Economics at the Athens 
University of Economics and Business.

Development of cooperation among 
Industrial Parks

Mr. Nikolaos A. Vernikos



New advanced technology businesses
Special Report
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"The Science and Technology Park of Crete encourages en-
terprises that want to be located in its premises through a va-
riety of potentials, techniques, infrastructures and products 
with the  help of which their own innovation will be realized 
contributing, therefore, to the creation of new companies of 
a technological and / or developmental nature and ecological 
consciousness, providing special incentives," stressed Artemis 
Saitakis, Special Operational Scientist and Director of the Sci-
ence Technological Park of Crete.
Question: What is the role of the Science and Technology Park 
of Crete?
Answer: The Scientific Technological Park of Crete  was es-
tablished by the Foundation for Research and Technology in 
1993 and it is located in Heraklion, in the Vasiliki Vouton re-
gion, next to the University and the University Hospital.
The activities of the Scientific Technological Park are man-
aged by the Management and Development Company of the 
Scientific and Technological Park of Crete SA  having share-
holders in FORTH, Piraeus Bank as well as in companies and 
entities.
The facilities of the Scientific Technological Park are located 
in two buildings (A & B) where today companies  are housed. 
These buildings covering a total area of about 4000 square 
meters are located at the premises of FORTH in the area of 
Vasilika Vouton, 7 km from the center of Heraklion, next to 
the new buildings of the University of Crete and the University 
Hospital.
The aim of the Scientific Technological Park Crete is to play 
the role of catalyst for the development of innovation in the 
region of Crete and additionally to actively participate in the 
development of the small innovative enterprises that are es-
tablished.
Businesses that could be located at the premises of the Scien-
tific Technological Park  are found in the following categories:
• New enterprises  from spin-offs who seek to exploit the re-
sults of their technological research productively
• New, high-tech private enterprises
• Research and development (R & D) departments of exist-
ing enterprises seeking to exploit  the Scientific Technological 
Park's technological research in order to upgrade technologi-
cally
• Foreign businesses or foreign business R & D departments
The basic requirements for a company to be accepted are the 

following:
• The company should be active in the field of technology and 
there should be a cooperation or a prospect of cooperation with 
research institutes
• The company should be sustainable and have growth 
prospects,which shall be documented
• There should have been  a business plan that covers the com-
pany's objectives, market and competition information, costs 
and cash flows
• There should be a commitment from its executives that they 
will be personally involved in the development of their com-
pany
• There should be a matching between the needs of the busi-
ness and the services provided by the Park
The services provided to the established companies are the fol-
lowing
• Email (e-mail) through its server
• Hosting Internet pages on the Park server
• Linking business PCs to the Scientific Technological Park  
network and the Internet
• Collection and distribution of correspondence
• Cleaning of offices & common areas
• Use of printer and photocopy machine
• Use of meeting room and equipment
• Coordination of Park operation
• Secretarial support
• Support for setting up a business, drafting rights-granting 
agreements, safeguarding and protecting intellectual property
• Participation and cooperation in Research Technological De-
velopment and Innovation projects
• Use of the logo of the Scientific Technological Park  and 
the International Association of Science Parks and Areas of 
Innovation
• Free use of parking spaces
• Free access to FORTH library
• Collaboration with FORTH research laboratories
The cost charged by the business beyond rent is the tele-
phone cost through the use of the telephone lines. Electricity 
is charged only when space is used as a laboratory with high 
consumption.
Question: What are the activities of the Scientific Technologi-
cal Park ?
Answer: Since its establishment, the Scientific Technologi-

Cradle  of Innovative Enterprises

Special ReportSpecial Report

 Artemis Saitakis
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cal Park  has been involved in major Innovation, Research & 
Technology and Regional Development programs under the 
umbrella of  Scientific Technological Park / FORTH.
More particularly, it has organized many seminars and training 
sessions especially on  intellectual property management is-
sues, innovation and regional development, quality assurance 
and new management techniques, as well as business meetings  
in order to promote new technologies throughout Greece.
There has also been a significant experience of more than 20 
years in supporting the creation and development of new busi-
nesses as well as in setting up and operating a safe environ-
ment for the new enterprises , training young entrepreneurs 
and networking them locally and internationally while manag-
ing and harnessing intellectual property.
In order to achieve its objectives, the Scientific Technological 
Park 
- Encourages businesses that want to be established on its 
premises through a variety of capabilities, techniques, infra-
structures and products through the help of which their own 
innovation can be realized
- Develops international training, learning and cooperation ac-
tivities
- Contributes to the creation of new companies with techno-
logical and / or developmental character and ecological con-
sciousness through the provision of special incentives
- Assists the development of the region through relevant busi-
ness activities and partnerships with local entities such as Lo-
cal Authorities, Periphery, Chambers etc along with other lo-
cal, regional and national authorities for regional development
- Participates in projects promoting entrepreneurship, espe-
cially youth and academic and offers specialized services for 
business development and intellectual property management
- Cooperates with various bodies and other Science Technol-
ogy Parks across Europe.
At the same time, the Management and Development Com-
pany of the Science and Technological Park of Crete SA has 
participated in a large number of R & TD projects funded by 
various national and European projects concerning:
• Regional Development and Innovation
• Intellectual Property Management
• Entrepreneurship especially academic and young
• Energy
• Tourism
 Scientific Technological Park SA supports innovation manage-
ment bodies and businesses and participates in ongoing pro-
jects supporting innovation and intellectual property manage-
ment actions. It is a founding member of  the ASSOCIATION 
OF GREEK SCIENTIFIC TECHNOLOGICAL PARKS and 
member of the International Association of Science Parks and 
Areas of Innovation.
Question: Tell us about the hosted companies?
Answer: Since 1995, when the "incubator" of Scientific Tech-
nological Park was established and
operated, more than 50 companies have been supported to de-
velop their business goals.
Moreover, it has implemented and still  materializes a large 
number of Research,Technological Development and Inno-

vation projects on enhancing entrepreneurship, particularly  
youth and academic entrepreneurship, Regional Development 
and Innovation, Tourism, Renewable Energy Sources, Intel-
lectual Property Management etc.
Today, it hosts about 25 businesses and activities, most of 
which are new, in the development phase. Particularly new 
potential entrepreneurs, groups of students and graduates are 
supported to develop their business idea.
Question: Tell us about the history of the Park? 
Answer: The Science and Technology Park of Crete was 
founded in 1993 under the initiative of the Foundation for 
Research and Technology (FORTH), one of the biggest Re-
search Institutes in the country, funded by the European Un-
ion, the Greek Government and the Region of Crete. Adapted 
to the changing needs of the periphery and to the research de-
velopments of the Research Institutes of FORTH as well as  
the Academic and Research Institutions of Crete,  Scientific 
Technological Park  offers, apart from the Incubator facilities 
and services for start-ups which seek the exploitation of their 
know-how, specialized professional services in order to help 
and guide new businesses.
• Focus es on developing know-how in innovative technolo-
gies
• Evaluates and enforces their intellectual property rights
• Achieves stronger bargaining power in pursuing their busi-
ness goals
• Conveys and materializes their technology through the pro-
duction of innovative products and services
Curriculum Vitae  
Artemis Saitakis studied Chemistry and did postgraduate stud-
ies in Biotechnology and Business Administration.
Since 1985 he has been working at the Research Technology 
Foundation (FORTH) as a Special Operational Scientist. Di-
rector of the Scientific Technological Park of Crete  from 1997 
until today. He has been the Managing Director of the Man-
agement and Development Company of Scientific Technologi-
cal Park  SA since 2005. He was the Director (1996-1999) and 
has been the Quality Assurance Manager (1999-present) of 
MINOTECH Biotechnology (FORTH / IMBB).
He has participated as a coordinator or partner in the imple-
mentation of a large number of regional, national and Euro-
pean projects concerning  entrepreneurship, with emphasis 
on young and academic entrepreneurship, Regional Innova-
tion, Renewable Energy, Tourism, Intellectual Property Man-
agement and Technology Transfer. He was  the EU TAIEX 
external consultant, member of the EURAXESS Researcher 
Mobility Network and National Contact Point for the Marie 
Curie Actions program (FP7). Since 2009, he has been partici-
pating in the Erasmus Project for Young Entrepreneurs which 
supports the mobility of new entrepreneurs to EU countries as 
well as to third countries.  
He has more than 25 years of experience in Technology Trans-
fer and Utilization, Intellectual Property Management and 
Protection, Business Development, Intellectual Property Man-
agement and Exploitation, Technology Parks and Business 
Incubators, Regional Development and Innovation and Smart 
Specialization Strategy.  
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"Prisma Electronics is constantly investing in human 
resources and especially in new scientists, giving the 
opportunity to engage in the development of state-of-the-art 
technologies in cooperation with leading research institutions 
around the world. For instance, a research project has 
recently been approved involving Prisma Electronics SA and 
research organizations such as NASA, Fermi Labs, Stanford, 
Universities from Milan, Pisa, Rome and Stockholm aiming 
at the exchange of know-how and development of innovative 
technologies" stressed in an interview to "In-On" magazine, 
Christos Yordamlis Chief Executive Officer of Prism 
Electronics.
Question: Which of your products regard  merchant 
shipping?
Answer: The Technology of Prisma Electronics through the 
integrated LAROS solution allows us to connect immediately 
with the existing sensors, measuring instruments and 
automation of a ship in order to extract data that allow the 
management of a shipping line to achieve an increase in 
efficiency, the more efficient operation of the ship , the 
reduction of the ship's consumption and environmental 
footprint, its certified compliance with the regulations and 
increased safety. Its easy installation and the impressive 
results of its use have now led more than 250 ships to select 
LAROS as the system that allows them to reduce their 
daily operating costs and to operate more efficiently in an 
environmentally -friendly way. Indeed, the company is 
making great  efforts to expand abroad and further develop 
its technologies. Partnerships with shipping companies in 
Europe have already been established. 
Question: Tell us about the company's plans and the 
investments in human resources and equipment. In what 
other areas are the products of the company addressed?
Answer: Today, Prisma Electronics is implementing an 
investment plan of 1,500,000 euros that will allow  to 
add new precision robotics, a state-of-the-art Clean 
Room category 7, a thermal vacuum chamber and control 
equipment for further development and engagement in High- 
Technology.
At the same time, the company constantly invests in human 
resources and especially in young scientists, giving, thus, the 
opportunity to engage in the development of state-of-the-art 
technologies in cooperation with leading research institutions 
around the world. More particularly, a research project has 
recently been approved involving Prisma Electronics SA and 
research organizations such as NASA, Fermi Labs, Stanford, 
Universities from Milan, Pisa, Rome and Stockholm aiming 
at the exchange of know-how and development of innovative 

technologies. The company today employs many  Engineers, 
Programmers and Data Analysts, investing continually 
in their training. The aim is to provide high added value 
services in the design - manufacture - control of electronic 
circuits and also the further development of the company's 
products regarding knowledge management and artificial 
intelligence leading to better decision making and acquisition 
of new experiences.
Question: Why will the company participate in the new 
Super fund?
Answer: The evolution and  the expansion of a company 
requires significant capital and investment. Today, Greek 
businesses  are the only ones against an international 
globalized and competitive environment  blocked by a 
banking system that faces its own problems and sucks them 
and also without a State acting as a helper. We hope that 
the Super fund will allow the company's  funding  with 
competitive rates so that the technological leadership  turn 
into  a major share of the global market.
1) History of Prisma Electronics SA.
 Prisma Electronics SA was founded in 1991 in 
Alexandroupolis by the brothers Giorgos, Elias and Christos 
Yordamlis, primarily aiming at  providing integrated IT 
solutions to the Industry, regional Media and the public 
sector. Within a short period of time,the company  has taken 
over most industries in the region and organizations such as 
hospitals, municipalities, the army etc.
 In 1997, the company proceeded to the materialization  of 
an investment plan that enabled it to create the first high-
precision electronic circuit assembly line in Greece at the 
Alexandroupolis Industrial Area with customers from Greece 
and abroad, as well as a special subcontractor for electronic  
defense equipment.
In 2002, the company created a new department for 
designing and developing new products in close cooperation 
with the University of the region while in 2006  proceeded to 
the operation of a branch in Athens with  main emphasis on 
the technological support of its customers. Utilizing research 
projects and cooperations funded by the European Union 
and the General Secretariat for Research and Technology, 
Prisma Electronics SA invested in the development of 
technologies focusing on knowledge management from 
Sensors and Humans. Products based on this technology are 
XENAGOS and LAROS.  More particularly, XENAGOS 
is an integrated knowledge management system of cultural 
content based on ontologies and distributing it in a visitor-
centered way. XENAGOS is behind dozens of facilities in 
museums and cities and has recently been awarded for the 

three-dimensional depiction of the City of Heraklion in the 
14th century.
 LAROS is an Internet of Things (IoT) platform and large 
data analysis (Big Data Analytics) that functions today 
on hundreds of ships and constitutes the cutting edge of 
technology in a vertical market that is now starting to grow.
At the same time, technological excellence has enabled our 
company to undertake a pan-European competition to build 
5500 gold-plated signal processing hybrid circuits for CERN 
and the CMS experiment that will  prove the existence of 
the Higgs boson.  Prisma Electronics was honored with 
CERN's 2009 Gold Prize for Industrial Co-operation for its 
contribution to improvement and excellent production, and 
till today  not only does it collaborate on the production of 
electronic circuits but also primarily on the exchange of 
know-how in order to enhance the innovation of its products.
 In 2014, Prisma Electronics in cooperation with two Greek 
companies undertook the creation of an integrated subsystem 
related to the electric propulsion of small satellites while in 
2015 it began cooperating  with Airbus for the  production 
of  specific electronic and EMC tests for the Solar Orbiter 
satellite that aims to reach and analyze the Sun.
The company actively participated in the networking and 
cooperation of Greek companies through the Corallia cluster 
and the Hellenic Shipbuilding Manufacturers Association 
HEMEXPO, as well.
Curriculum Vitae
Christos Yordamlis was born in 1966 in Alexandroupolis 
(Greece).
He holds a bachelor degree of Electrical Engineering since 
1989 and has also studied Management and Marketing,
Mr. Yordamlis is Chief Executive Officer of Prisma 
Electronics SA (www.prisma.gr) since 1996.
Additionally he is:
- Member of the Board of Directors in  companies with an 
emphasis on new technologies.
- President of the Association of Industries & Crafts in Evros 

region
- President of the Association of Industries and Industries of 
remote regions.
- Third Vice President of the Association of Industries of 
Northern Greece.
Since 1991, when Prisma Electronics was launched, he has 
implemented hundreds of projects involving:
• Information Technology Projects in Thrace Industries and 
Enterprises
• Informatics Projects in the Public Sector of Thrace 
(Municipalities, Hospitals, DTI, TEI of Kavala, Prefecture 
Government)
• Design and implementation of MAN, WAN, Fiber, Wi-Fi, 
and Ethernet networks in businesses and organizations in the 
region
 • Software Development and implementation of ERP-CRM, 
MRP, e-bussiness systems
• Cost Analysis - Accounting Systems - Financial 
Programming
• Personnel Management Systems
• Web Design, Internet Applications, Mobile Applications
• Design of Electronic Circuits and their production
• Systems Quality Control Procedures
• Production of electronic subsystems for Leopard 2, Mirage 
2000-5, and other maintenance works of the Greek Army
• Exploiting the Human Resources of Prisma Electronics
• The management and implementation of Investment Plans
Developing a Knowledge Management System for Cultural 
Content
• Efficient performance monitoring systems for heavy 
industrial environments and Shipping
• Management of research programs such as tire pressure 
monitoring, electronic circuits which are  used for the 
production of renewable energy, industrial automation and 
proper operation monitoring systems using diagnostics and 
forecasting, virtual navigation systems using RFID, handhold 
computers and Wi-Fi networks

New innovative collaborations

Christos Yordamlis
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'' Our company will advance after the summer in the herbal 
packaging and distillation of essential oils as well as in 
the olive oil packing plant," Manolis Fasoulakis, owner of 
the agricultural company, said in an interview to "In-On" 
magazine.
Question: How many kinds of herbs are produced?
Answer: The species of herbs are nine and they are the 
following: oregano (The Greek oregano is a plant and it is 
considered one of the best in the world.) The oregano apart 
from  its use in the food, it also has medicinal properties 
(the main property -known pharmaceutical- is the active 
substance called carvacrol). Dittany of Crete (Dittany is 
an endemic plant and its name comes from Mount Dikti 
in Lasithiota). In Minoan Crete and Ancient Greece it was 
considered to be one of the most important medicinal plants. 
Hippocrates used it to cure stomach and digestive disorders, 
rheumatism, arthritis, as a healing substance, for menopause, 
as a tonic and antispasmodic medicine. Marjoram (Marjoram 
is a  plant relative to oregano. In Greece the marjoram is 
known since ancient years when it was used as a medicine 
against stomach and intestinal discomfort). Thyme (Thyme 
is one of the essential ingredients of Benedictine Liqueur. 
The main ingredient of the 20-54% thyme essential oil is 
called thymol or  in other words camphor of thyme and 
it is used in perfumery and dentistry. The beverage from 
Thyme can be used to treat cough and bronchitis). The 
lemon thyme (lemon-thyme  has larger leaves than the 
common thyme, they are not curved inwards and  it is a 
variety of T. Serpyllum). Mint (Mint is a medicinal plant 
used in cooking as a seasoning, as a herb tea or essential 
oil). Lavender (The essential oil of lavender containing 
in its leaves is used in perfumery and for the treatment of 

neuralgia. It also has antiseptic properties and is used in the 
healing of injuries. In large doses lavender acts as a hypnotic 
and narcotic). Rosemary (Ancient Greeks used rosemary in 
various religious ceremonies and celebrations, in building 
decorations, temple decorations and as fuel for incense.) 
From the leaves of rosemary a liquid is extracted which 
is used in the preparation of a medicine for rheumatism, 
for  various  mouth irritations  as well as in cough. From 
its stems an  essential oil is extracted used in perfumery, 
in soap making, as well as through proper processing in 
the manufacture of insecticides).   Sage ( sage - or Salvia 
officinalis is a medicinal plant found in all areas of Greece, 
mainly in dry and rocky places. According to recent research, 
its use has a positive effect on the treatment of Alzheimer's 
and Hyperlipidemia.
Question: Where are these products sold in Greece and 
abroad?
Answer: As far as  Greece is concerned,  they are sold in the 
market of Crete and since August 2017, there is interest in 
other regions of the country as well as abroad. Regarding 
abroad, there is interest in the countries of the USA, 
Germany, Japan and Dubai.
Question:  What other products does the company produce? 
Answer: We produce conventional olive oil and honey. It 
has to be noted that our olive oil is organic but there is no 
certified organic factory in the area of Sfakia. In order to get 
organic certification, we must travel over 40 kilometers each 
day, which is impossible. As a result, our products can not be 
sold as organic.
Question: Tell us about the history of the company?
Answer:  Four years ago, after a market survey, I ended up on 
herbs because no chemicals are needed and the area has great 

International trip of Cretan herbs

Manolis Fasoulakis

potentials for large productions due to the high temperature 
since the sunshine gives the herb a better quality. Also soil 
conditions are ideal. The herbs grow in dry and sunny areas 
where vegetation is limited. In prospect, we are targeting 
at a packaging processor for the herbs  and a distillation of 
essential oils as well as an olive oil packaging plant.
After the herbs having passed the three-year transition period 
since December 12, 2017 they will  be called  officially 

organic.
The product certification company is IRIS.
CURRICULUM VITAE
Manolis Fasoulakis was born in 1974 in Chora of Sfakia. He 
studied Hotel Management at the ZETA School in Chania. 
At the same time, he was involved with his family tavern 
and also tourism. He then decided to be involved with the 
agricultural sector.
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