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«The fundamental problems we face 
have to do with ineffective bureaucratic 
procedures as well as the need to overcome 
the stereotypical ways of thinking of the 
past regarding culture in the Region. Now, 
the emphasis is given by the new Regional 
Authority to the strategic planning and to 
the issues of culture’’, the Deputy Head of 
Culture of the Region of Attica Mrs. Evi 
Apostolakis mentions in an interview to “In-On” magazine. 
Question: What are your duties and in which field?
Answer: I am responsible for the issues of culture -a broad and 
extremely difficult sector and sensitive at the same time- which 
concerns Attica in general and not only the center of Athens. 
So, this constitutes a challenge especially in the current 
difficult conditions that the Local Government experiences. 
Let us not forget that the Local Government has utterly been 
affected by the humanitarian crisis to such an extent that some 
perceive culture as an unnecessary luxury. But this is not so. It 
often happens the opposite. Culture in all its manifestations is 
considered a fundamental prerequisite  that can hep overcome  
the crisis as a society with solidarity and consistent manner. 
For this reason, we emphasize on public space and its retrieval 
by the citizens through culture: with events, concerts, activities 
for adults and children, with no charge. For example, in Pedion 
Areos park at Christmas we organized, free of charge children’s 
shows and a concert.
Question: How will a female look help solve the problems of 
the Region of Attica?
Answer: The solution of the problems for the benefit of the 
citizen and the environment is a political choice and for this 
reason both women and men can serve it just as well. We all 
struggle to overcome the bad points of public administration 
which existed due to the  specific political choices of the parties 
in power of the past, namely New Democracy and PASOK. At 
the same time we also seek to overcome  the structural problem 
of non-production in the field of primary culture at the regional 
level. We are moving towards this direction with constant, 
systematic steps. 

Question: What are the advantages of 
a woman in a managerial post and what 
ways can be opened?
Answer: The perception and theoretical 
tools with which one can approach the 
needs and the difficulties of a position 
of responsibility, as I prefer to call the 
hierarchy posts, do not stem from the 
competition between the sexes. They 

mainly have to do with criteria such as social usefulness and 
systematic work. But above all, the element of effectiveness is 
dominant. Namely, it mainly has to do with the purpose each 
and everyone of us serves, our consistency and the relevant 
outputs. Indeed, the fact that a young woman has undertaken 
such responsibilities in the first region of the country, is a step 
forward. However, an unfinished course of progress as far and 
as long as it should be obvious. Real progress will be achieved 
when such questions have no place to be asked. And this will 
be realized when the social conditions will be ready to make 
the strong presence of women in positions of responsibility 
“regular” rather than just an exception.
Curriculum Vitae
Evi Apostolakis, is the Deputy Head of Culture in the largest 
Region of the country, in Attica. It is the first time  that a special 
sector for Culture in Attica is established. She is responsible 
for this  since autumn 2014, with “life force”.
She was born and raised in Perissos in 1987. She graduated 
from the Department of History and Archeology of the 
University of Crete and later she was a post-graduate student 
of Modern History at Panteion University. She speaks two 
languages, English and  German. 
She used to be a collaborator of the Research Center of Modern 
History.
Since her student years, she was a member of the Youth 
Alliance where she served as Secretary of Northern Athens, 
also member of the Central Council and Secretariat. During 
the Founding Conference of the Youth sector of  SYRIZA in 
December 2013, she was elected as a member of the Central 
Council where she remains till today.

First 
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Emphasis on the public space
and its retrieval
by the citizens

through culture:
events, concerts,

 activities for adults
and children, free of charge

Mrs. Evi Apostolakis
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“The new type of economy for us is the export of culture, talent, 
creativity and therefore the stimulation of museum tourism,” 
underlines in an interview to “In-On” magazine the director of 
the Epigraphical and Numismatic Museum, Dr. George Kaka-
vas, archaeologist-Art historian. 
Question: Tell us about the role of Museum Tourism 
Answer: Museum Tourism is one of the most dynamic aspects 
of the country’s heavy industry. A place with a unique cultural 
profile and many ethnic particularities like Greece, with a long 
and glorious history, with forms of art  that have put their  mark 
on mankind, with a kind of contemporary culture that is one 
of the most innovative in the world, must be the protagonist of 
Museum Tourism worldwide. Functional, dynamic, interactive 
museums and archaeological sites are one and only  in almost 
every corner of the country. Therefore, let us support their ac-
tions since their  contribution to the state economy and the local 
communities is crucial and lucrative. Indeed, the challenges do 
not stop. It is realized now that “when the flow of funds is lim-
ited as far as culture is concerned, social cohesion, progress or 
encouraging creativity are threatened and eventually  our iden-
tity itself is also threatened”. The new type of economy for us 
is the exportation of culture, talent, creativity and thus the boost  
of Museum Tourism. 
Question: What are the new plans for the development of the 
Museum?
Answer: The prospects ahead of us are directly proportional 
to our efforts, which we keep on having a fighting spirit, meth-
odology and consistency. It is fundamental to attract new audi-
ence, stimulate the interest of our faithful friends, enrich our 
collections, organize or co-organize new exhibitions and cultur-
al events, which in turn will contribute to the increase of visitor 
turnout and the extroversion of the Museum to the public. 
We anticipate and envision Ilion Melathron be a favorite des-
tination and a complete museum experience for all Greeks and 
all those who do not live in Greece but share the Greek educa-
tion and ideals. We anticipate and envision visits from families  
and young scientists. We anticipate and envision a museum 
alive and bright full of  foreign tourists who visit our country 
every year. We anticipate and envision a lucrative Public Mu-
seum as an integral part of the modern history of our country 
and our city. We anticipate and envision the Epigraphical and 
Numismatic Museum to play a leading role in the society and 
education.
Overall, we envision and expect to win together the bet for a 
better city life, nowadays that our virtues  are tested hard and 
also keep the values of humanism upstanding and intact from 
the undeclared war that tries to harm us. Dignity, solidarity and 
offer are for us ways for crisis management, which has plagued 
both the country and our society

Question: Give us the profile of the Numismatic Museum  
Answer: The Numismatic Museum is one of the oldest public 
museums in Greece. It was established in 1834, shortly after the 
National Liberation Front (EAM) After many adventures and 
transfers Numismatic Museum is now permanently hosted in 
Ilion Melathron. Ilion Melathron (Palace of Troy) was the name 
of the house of the great German archaeologist and father of 
prehistoric archeology Heinrich Schliemann, The building was 
the work of the famous architect Ernest Ziller.  It was construct-
ed during 1878-1880 and was inaugurated with great splendor 
and solemnity on the 30th of January, 1881. Since 1998, Ilion 
Melathron, probably the most emblematic neoclassical Athens, 
constitutes the cozy cradle for the exceptional collections of the 
Numismatic Museum.
The exhibits of the Numismatic Museum are more than 600.000  
and cover  in a unique way the history of economy and currency 
from the 14th century BC until today. Among the treasures pre-
sented in the permanent exhibition and the collections of Ilion 
Melathron, there are talants and ovelos, ancient Greek coins, 
weights and miniatures such as seals, Roman coins of both the 
Republic and the Imperium, Byzantine and medieval coins and  
seals made of lead and well as the famous medals of the Renais-
sance and the modern and contemporary coins. The Museum 
is one of the richest of its kind worldwide and also a very spe-
cial institution. And while its permanent exhibition covers with 
unique precision the timelessness of currency from pre-coin era 
till the present day, innovative temporary exhibitions showing 
specific themes continually attract new audiences.
More particularly, the museum is a meeting point for interna-
tional monetary research. It is also a currency service center 
as well as for medals and stamps and a spot where educational 
programs and cultural events can take place. 
Ilion Melathron is a unique combination where museum treas-
ures coexist in a historic building  and applying a dynamic ex-
trovert policy, a wise observer of city life preserves memory 
and makes up new stories. Not only Cleo, the Muse of history 
but also the rest of the Muses of Arts and Sciences are in  a con-
stant dialog  in Ilion Melathron, with its various cultural events 
that function as a window to optimism for our long-suffering 
society. Regarding the challenges that will be brought by  the 
new era, the Numismatic Museum responds with novel inspira-
tion and new material, as well as with a dynamic presence in 
society, economy and culture. Money is the most dynamic fac-
tor of economy, through which the essence of economic activity 
is expressed  behind the social changes and behavior of people. 
Societies of all times  considered economic activity as a starting 
point  and also as a key component, since the structure of any 
society is based on  money allocation. The behavior of people 
towards money and currency, over time, remains more or less 

the same as far as the basic functions of money are concerned. 
In other words, it is a common measure of value of various 
goods and services, either through transactions or as a means 
to save and preserve property. In today’s dire global economic 
reality, where the expression “economic crisis” is in everyone’s 
minds when coins in times of change and crisis are tested hard 
and inflation, depreciation and devaluation are proved timeless 
economic phenomena.
Question: Tell us about the etymology of the word “nomisma” 
(coin)?
Answer: The world coin (nomisma) etymologically derives 
from the Ancient Greek word “nomos” which means law. 
It refers to a sealed coin-like piece of metal that has a fixed 
and determinate weight. The issuing authority guaranteed the 
weight and the maximum metal purity-especially its precious 
elements-and the seals on both sides made it “valuable” to trade 
within its territory. 
The profits that the control of this process brought, were by no 
means insignificant. The spread of the coin and not the inven-
tion itself is perhaps due to this reason.
According to Aristotle “the use of currency was invented out of 
necessity  because not all the necessaries were given to man by 
nature. Therefore, it was agreed that a useful and handy com-
modity such as iron, silver and the like was to be used  in the 
transactions. Initially, the size and the weight were set  but fi-
nally the coins were sealed so as to avoid weighting since the 

seal declared the amount”. 
Question: What was the role of the stamp on ancient coins? 
Answer: Sealing and its supporting  techniques are universal, 
timeless and inter cultural. The human fingerprint, the state-
ment of the human identity and uniqueness, gradually gave way 
to objects that had the same purpose. Each owner had their own 
personal stamp for recognition purposes, rank or profession. 
Using seals they stamped their property and also ensured their 
goods during storage and transportation. With charms or jewel-
ry human vanity was satisfied, fears were calmed and interper-
sonal relationships were confirmed. The seals are tiny negative 
sculptures, carved in semiprecious stones, gold, ivory or clay or 
by the technique of casting paste and faience into glass. They 
already appeared in the early Neolithic period, indicating the 
social links between communities, while during  Bronze Age 
seals determined hierarchy and personal property. The Minoan 
and Mycenaean gems and gold signet rings were the symbols of 
royal power and royal identity.
In the exhibition “Stamping History”: Treasures from Greek 
Museums’, rare, most peculiar and unique objects were exhib-
ited that left their mark in history, either in the form of portraits 
of its protagonists, either as direct sources of major historical 
and political events or as universal social, religious and cultural 
concepts and values. The exhibition was held in the archaeolog-
ical museums of Plovdiv and Sofia in Bulgaria from November 
7, 2013 until February 9, 2014. 

Special ReportSpecial Report

Culture export 

Dr. George Kakavas
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Research-Technology

“A consortium including all research centers of the island is 
created (Foundation for Research and Technology - Univer-
sity of Crete - School of Polytechnics - Technological Educa-
tional Institute- Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Chania 
- HCMR (Greek Center of Marine Life) - Hellenic Agricul-
tural Organization - Dimitra) so as to exploit research results. 
It should be noted that similar initiatives could be expanded 
and taken to other regions with Research Centers”, illustrated 
in an interview to “In-On” magazine the Deputy Minister for 
Research and Innovation Mr. Costas Fotakis.
Question: What is the strategic planning of the new Ministry 
for the development of Research and Technology?
Answer: Under the present conditions of the social and eco-
nomic crisis that our country is facing, it is not an exaggera-
tion to say that research and knowledge can halt  the spiritual, 
moral and material poverty as well as the devaluation of the 
society which is a consequence of the crisis. Research and 
Knowledge can support not only the present but also the future 
of the country in order to create perspective, to give hope to 
the most important capital that a country possesses: its people, 
young scientists and researchers.
The government, despite the emergency situation, recog-
nizes the fundamental contribution of Research and proves 
that by establishing for the first time the post of Deputy 
Minister of Research and Innovation. Obviously, then, we 
proclaim our belief that “Expenditure for research does 

not constitute a cost but an investment”. The policy we 
formulate will be reflected in a series of legislative ini-
tiatives aiming at the promotion of three main objectives: 
Scientific research can provide support for Education and Cul-
ture.
The high-quality scientific research can become an ambassa-
dor for the promotion of the country in the international arena, 
something which is so necessary under today’s conditions. 
And, finally, through innovation that derives from research re-
sults, scientific research can function as a key factor towards 
the country’s development.
Achieving the latter objective is a great challenge for the coun-
try’s future. With serious and targeted interventions through-
out the innovation chain, starting from the basic and apply-
ing research to wealth production through the development 
of innovative products and techniques, wealth will return to 
the society. Of primary importance for the development and 
exploitation of the research results is the drastic reduction of 
bureaucracy and the introduction of simple rules adapted to the 
flexibility required by research activity.
Additionally, the exploitation of resources that can come from 
the right mixture of public and private investment as well as 
the utilization of financial tools that reduce the cost of money 
is crucial. Of course, transparency and accountability will al-
ways be the core of this effort so as to ensure public interest. 
Among many other things, the formation of a healthy business 

culture free from the obsessions of the past and the mobiliza-
tion of the society that benefits from this wealth, constitute the 
priority in our planning.
Finally, the pursuit of scientific quality and excellence as an 
axis that runs horizontally the three above objectives is both a 
legacy and a condition to ensure long-range results, however, 
with legislative interventions.
Question: Tell us about the relationship between technology 
and culture and the design of the two divisions of the Ministry 
of Culture, Education and Religious Affairs: Ministry of Re-
search and Innovation - Ministry of Culture
Answer: The relationship between art and technology is real. 
For instance, the purification of works of art with laser is a tech-
nique which does not destroy the artwork and also can verify 
its authenticity. Moreover. we can mention the laser techniques 
have enhanced the Parthenon sculptures in the Acropolis Mu-
seum, or an El Greco’s painting  which came to Heraklion in 
order  its authenticity to be identified. 
The cooperation between the two Deputy Ministers of Re-
search and Innovation and Culture on “Cultural Heritage and 
Technology” is a top priority initiative under  NSRF ( National 
Strategic Reference Framework). The above initiative would 
promote the cooperation of leading research centers, with pri-
vate companies, with cultural institutions, museums, archaeo-
logical excavations etc. This complex culture-technology will 
work with specific low-cost projects,however, with significant 
added value, scientific and economic.
It should be mentioned that 2015 has been declared as the “Year 
of Light” and in this context we  are planning new initiatives.
Undoubtedly, supporting research will create new jobs for 
young scientists while it can help the return of Greek scientists 
who were driven abroad due to the crisis.
Question: How will the research help  the country’s industrial 
development?
Answer: We will start from Crete with an innovative initia-
tive that has already proceeded. It is about a consortium that 
includes all the research centers of the island (Foundation for 
Research and Technology - University of Crete -School of 
Polytechnics  - Technological Educational Institute- Mediter-
ranean Agronomic Institute of Chania - HCMR (Greek Center 
of Marine Life) - Hellenic Agricultural Organization - Dimitra) 
aiming to exploit research results. It should be noted that simi-
lar initiatives could be expanded and taken to other regions that 
have research centers.
Research results will be utilized according to the following   
points:
- A great base for research and development of entrepreneur-
ship in Crete (Small and Medium Enterprises).
- Support youth entrepreneurship initiatives until the idea be-
comes a reality.
- The quality of scientific research in the institutions of Crete  
is already an attraction for companies abroad.
We also aim to create a single fund for Research and Innova-
tion using public and private resources. This fund will func-
tion with simple and clear rules that respond to the flexibility 
needed in order to carry out research programs and infrastruc-
tures, while at the same time the public interest will be ensured 

with transparency and control. For example, such a fund could 
include similar resources from the NSRF (National Strategic 
Reference Framework) as well as private funds linked to R 
& I Electronics investments in Greece related to Jan-Claude 
Juncker fund. The investment plan of Juncker fund provides 
loans amounting to 315 billion euro for all countries of Europe 
through the European Investment Bank. It also provides guar-
antees from the European Commission Budget.
Curriculum Vitae 
Costas Fotakis Deputy Minister for Research and Innovation is 
the President of the Foundation for Research and Technology 
since 2011. He has also served as Director of the Institute of 
Electronic Structure and Laser in the Foundation for Research 
and Technology (1997-2013). He is a Professor of Physics at 
the University of Crete. He has also served as a Coordinator at  
the Conference of Presidents of Research Centers from July 
2012 until December 2013.
Since 1990, he directs the European Installation of Lasers op-
erating in the Foundation for Research and Technology which 
includes 28 selected Laser laboratories from EU member 
states. He has served as Chairman of the Scientific Council of 
NCSR(National Center for Scientific Research) “Demokritos” 
(1994-1997) and he is a member of National and European 
Committees of Experts regarding science policy issues such 
as the European Strategy Forum for Research Infrastructures 
(ESFRI). Since 2010, he participates in the European Union 
Group (high level group of experts) which evaluates overall 
the Framework Program for Research and Technology and 
shapes the priorities for Europe 2020. He is also Chairman 
of the Advisory Group of the European Union related to  Re-
search Infrastructures. He has chaired the Experts Group so as  
to determine the role of Universities and Research Organiza-
tions regarding the strategy of “smart specialization” for Re-
gional Development.
His research interests are in the fields of Photonics and Laser 
Spectroscopy emphasizing on laser applications for the pro-
cessing and diagnosis of materials and Biophotonics. He has 
organized or co-organized many international scientific con-
ferences and he is a member of several international scientific  
committees in conferences. He has over 300 publications and 
more than 6,000 references, mainly in the field of Photonics 
and related applications. He is an editor or participates in the 
publishing group of various international scientific journals 
and he is the co-author or the  co-editor of four scientific global 
marketing books. In 2004. he received the “Leadership Award’’ 
from the  Optical Society of America (OSA ) for his ten-year  
leadership and personal research contribution in the field of la-
ser applications as far as art restoration is concerned  and addi-
tionally for his leading role in the establishment and guidance 
of scientific excellence in the scientific programs of lasers in 
IESL (Institute of Electronic Structure and Laser) - Foundation 
for Research and Technology”. During  2005-6, he was chosen 
as Springer Professor at the University of California, Berkeley. 
He has also been elected as a life member and Fellow of OSA 
and has been a member of the Fellows Selection Committee 
of the European Optical Society - EOS). In 2010, he became 
Honorary Doctor at the University of Marseilles.

Research Centers as a factor 
of development

Mr. Costas Fotakis
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CultureCulture

“The link between  research, culture and tourism  is among the 
plans of the the Ministry of  Culture and the Ministry of Re-
search and Technology”, as the Deputy Culture Minister Nikos 
Xydakis stated in an interview to “In-On” magazine 
Question: What is the relationship between technology and 
culture and what is the design of the two ministries (Ministry 
of Science and Technology - Ministry of Culture)?
Answer: Since the policy statements of our government, I 
have noted that we perceive culture not only as the corner-
stone of self-consciousness, but also as product of symbolic 
and material wealth. And for this concept  to be established, the 
utilization  of modern technological tools becomes necessary.
My service in  the Ministry of Culture started with a basic an-
nouncement - challenge: the reconstruction of Archaeological 
Resources Fund. This commitment is already being imple-
mented as since  the end of June the introduction of e-ticketing 
gradually begins which will help a lot to pre buy tickets from 
anywhere, better plan monuments and archaeological sites 
and of course the visitors themselves. It will also offer greater 
transparency in ticket checking, direct deduction of statistics 
and thus the possibility of an improved strategy to promote our 
cultural heritage in the near future.
The second policy we implement is the reform of the Archae-
ological Resources Fund through digitization of the publica-
tions, renewing the vendors, modernization of the selling spots 
along with the creation of an e-shop. I believe that in no time  
the above services will be used. At the same time, the imple-
mentation of two major projects continues which are ultimately 
related to the drafting of a National Monuments Record. This 
will include both movable and immovable monuments. Also, 
the project “Archaeological Lands” and that of the “Enrich-
ment of the Digital Collections of Monuments Securities of the 
Ministry of Culture and the Development of a new Information 
System for the National Monuments Record” are in progress.
These two large interventions will radically change the way we 
perceive the management of our cultural heritage.
By enriching the digital collections about 500,000 objects will 
be recorded, documented and digitized It is a start. Proper in-
frastructure will allow the introduction of new Monuments 
Securities so that the citizens can order photographs of antiqui-
ties, prepare work, make out reports or  do simple or advanced 
searches of antiques etc from their home, their workplace, the 
library or university auditoriums.  
 In the case of the “Archaeological Lands”, the Integrated In-
formation System has almost been completed (we are in the 
receiving phase). Furthermore, the Internet portal, will provide 
useful information to citizens - users such as the location of an 

archaeological site as well as issues that have to do with the 
limits of the protection zone etc. 
Simultaneously, dozens of digitization projects are realized  in 
museums (such as the Byzantine and Christian or the New Mu-
seum of Patras) as well as in  Antiquities, which will decisively 
contribute to a faster transition of the Department of Culture 
into the digital era. In this way, we attempt the systematic and 
universal protection of our cultural heritage, Additionally, we 
are making our cultural heritage accessible  to the citizens and 
especially to the generations of social networking and the In-
ternet and also we implement digital government services. We 
already prepare the new website of the Ministry of Culture 
which will come out very soon while using our own means 
we process similar programs for the regulated bodies of the 
Ministry. Finally, in collaboration with the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology we work together to design  the National 
Strategy for Innovation while at the same time we design a 
special initiative under the new National Strategic Reference 
Framework, which aims to promote joint axes in policy and in 
developmental objectives within the framework of these par-
ticularly important and complementary intervention areas for 
the two ministries. These areas indicatively concern:
• the reinforcement of research infrastructure that produces 
support technologies of the archaeological research and the 
dissemination of their results to bodies-users of the Ministry 
of Culture
• the networking of research centers with companies of  crea-
tive and cultural industry in order to produce high value-added 
products and services that will enhance the profile of cultural 
heritage along with contemporary cultural creation and pro-
duction
• the strengthening of production and the dissemination of ac-
tions of digital cultural content along with computer applica-
tions oriented to the final user-visitor of museums, collections 
and cultural spaces
• the reinforcement of educational actions which prepares 
executives for the cultural institutions focusing on  new tech-
nologies and innovative processes. Training activities for the 
general public by using new technologies are also important.
• The link of research with the fields of culture and tourism.
In general, the fields of research and culture are character-
ized by high complementarity and can radically support the 
competitiveness of the cultural product, show cultural heritage 
in a dynamic way along with contemporary creation  attrac-
tively and finally create jobs for young scientists and so as to 
help  the employment of the country’s scientific resources that 
unfortunately due to the crisis have turned to immigration”. 

Curriculum Vitae   
Nikos Xydakis Deputy Minister of Culture was born in 1958 in 
Piraeus. He comes from Mykonos. He completed his second-
ary education in Piraeus and in Ermoupolis, Syros. He stud-
ied graphic arts (Technological Educational Institute, Athens, 
1976-1977), however,without completing these studies. He 
graduated from the Dental School of the University of Athens 
(1984). He had postgraduate studies regarding the History of 
Art at the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Athens (1999-
2004).
In the 80s, he worked as an editor. Since 1987,he works as a 
journalist. He has collaborated with numerous magazines and 
newspapers, as an author, as a book and art work reviewer, as a 
publishing consultant, as an editor and a publisher. Examples: 
Babel, Contemporary Issues, Citizen, Odos Panos (Panos Str), 
Ek paradromis (Accidentally), Chaos, Woman, Postman, Elle, 
Madame Figaro, Athenorama First, 01 p/p 902, Seven-X TV,  
Politis newspaper (Nicosia), Difono, Photographer, Entefktirio 
(Lounge).
He participated in the founding team of the magazine “Symp-
tom” released by the Dental Student Group (1979-1982). He 
participated in the editorial team and also directed the newspa-
per “Mykoniatiki” (1988-2001). He participated as a columnist 

in the founding team of the newspaper “Epoch’’ (1988-1992).
Since 1992, he has worked in “Kathimerini” newspaper. In 
1999, he became the chief of culture of the Sunday edition 
and since December 2003 he has been the newspaper editor. 
Essays and short stories have been published in many books, 
conference proceedings and exhibition catalogs. He has taken 
care of the following  exhibitions: “All Fashioned: Painting 
in Greece today” (2002, Larissa, Thessaloniki) and “Report to 
Gizis” (2004, Tinos).
He has been honored by Botsis Foundation with the Prize of 
the Greek Parliament as the political columnist of the Year 
(2009). He is a member of ESIEA (Journalists’ Union of Ath-
ens Daily Newspapers). He is member of AICA-Hellas (Inter-
national Association of Greek Art Critics): 2002-2005, Secre-
tary General of the Board of the Company, in 2007-2009 he 
was a member of the Board.
In 1998, he was nominated city councilor in Mykonos sup-
ported by  Mykonos Citizens’ Movement.
In 2000, he was candidate MP of Cyclades collaborating with 
the Left. In 2014, he was nominated Member of the European 
Parliament with the political party of SYRIZA.
In 2015, he was elected under he political party of SYRIZA in 
the second division of  Athens.
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Accounting DebtAccounting Debt

“If we should know what  part of the debt  is unlawful or odi-
ous  because it was the product of illegal acts,  antisocial policy, 
choices of unconstitutional decisions or overcharged contracts, 
then  the position of our people and our country strengthens 
and at the same time the established concept of the creditors 
that all the debt has to be serviced, delegitimizes”, Mrs,Sophia 
Sakorafa a SYRIZA Member of the European Parliament and 
member of the Committee to Control Accounting Debt, stated 
in an interview “In-On” magazine.  
Question: When was Committee Audit suggested?
Answer: Audits carried out for the debt by an open and inde-
pendent committee was my first proposal to the Greek Par-
liament in 2010, as an independent MP, immediately after we 
were controlled by Troika. Of course, that government refused, 
like all governments that followed the memorandum policy. 
Shortly after, an initiative to establish a committee audit con-
sisting of Greek and foreign professors and scientists, mem-
bers of the  Parliament and political figures, but also of  col-
lectives, organizations and associations was materialized. The 
establishment of the  Committee has been requested mainly by 
the movement of the squares since 2011. The establishment of 
the committee, then, in March 2015, by the President of the 
Parliament, Mrs. Zoe Konstantopoulou, firstly responds to a 
key social demand and justifies it. Indeed, it vindicates  popu-
lar demand so as the whole truth about the debt  be revealed. In 
other words, how it was produced, why and how it increased 
and reached a level that is no longer sustainable. But I will 
focus on the reaction of the political parties that follow the 
memorandum policy which unprecedentedly  attacked us both 
personally and politically. Are they really afraid so much of the 
truth? Are they afraid that the truth will be revealed through 
open procedures with the participation of our people? Do they 
really fear so much their deeds? If this is the case, that is fine  
because eventually everything will be revealed. And I reassure 
them that no attack will make us stop. The truth is superior to 

any effort of impairment. 
Question: Tell us what is the benefit for Greece?
Answer: The revelation of the truth has multiple benefits for 
our people and our country. If we should know what  part of the 
debt is unlawful or odious  because it was the product of illegal 
acts,  antisocial policy, choices of unconstitutional decisions or 
overcharged contracts, then  the position of our people and our 
country strengthens  and at the same time  the established con-
cept of the creditors that all debt has to be serviced, delegiti-
mizes. Therefore, reinforcing  the position of Greece is not just 
a political act but it also touches international and European 
conventions as far as the international law and the statutes of 
the UN are concerned. At the same time, we will comprehend  
what we must avoid in the future so as not to follow similar 
criminal practices that increase the debt. The “Truth” Commit-
tee  is not closed and entrenched but follows  an  open, public 
and participatory process which politically educates the com-
munity  towards  control or accountability, providing, however, 
active support to the deduction of conclusions that strengthen 
the society and help its reconstruction, 
Question:  Characterize the Europeans’ approach
Answer: Contradictory. I mean that while since 2013 there is 
a European regulation that provides for a Committee to control 
debt in countries which undergo harsh fiscal adjustment, how-
ever, in the case of Greece the establishment of such a Com-
mittee for the first time on European soil was not welcomed. 
See that Europe’s mechanisms as currently developed are ab-
solutely hypocritical. And this hypocrisy must stop. At this 
point, we can see ,yet, another benefit that will result from the 
Committee. The political directors of the EU will be forced  to 
confront another piece of truth which is documented and law-
ful; the truth of the people. A truth that opposes today’s domi-
nant propaganda which describes the Greek people  as a nation 
that survives at the expense of the European taxpayers. A truth  
will prove by evidence that the labor of the European nations  

is thrown into the black hole of the banks and that ultimately 
what survives is the financial system produced by the the crisis,  
while societies are destroyed and democracy is  devaluated. 
Question:  What actions did you take as a Member of the Eu-
ropean Parliament so as Europeans support Greece?
Answer: Overall, the group of SYRIZA and the European Left 
struggles within the framework of the European Parliament 
and beyond it in the field  of the media and also on the level 
of coordination with the movements of Europe. More particu-
larly, in the specific part of the “Truth Committee” my role is to 
inform  the  Parliament, the national parliaments and especially 
the peoples of Europe, both for the work of the Committee and 
its conclusions, as well. I insist on the word truth, mainly for 
its content. And I assure Wolfang Schäuble, who in a recent 
interview said that the Greek people must learn the truth, well 
they will learn it. And the European nations will learn it, too. 
They will learn who and why is responsible for the scandals 
of Siemens and armament programs. They will also learn how 
and why the public debt radically increased. They will learn 
how we signed the first memorandum in 2010,  the hateful laws 
and  the second memorandum. They will learn about the role of 
the banks. We will learn what we borrowed and what we paid, 
who paid and why we paid, while at the same time, our society 
suffered by an unprecedented humanitarian crisis.
Curriculum Vitae
Sofia Sakorafa is a SYRIZA Member of the European Parlia-
ment and member of the “Truth Committee” for the Public 
Debt. She was born in 1957 in Trikala and she is a physical ed-
ucation teacher. In 1982, she broke the world record in  javelin 
throw, while she participates in peace and political solidarity 
movements. She has been engaged for 10 years in the field of 
Local Government and in 2002, she took part in the  municipal 
elections in Maroussi as head of an independent combination 
In 2004, President Yasser Arafat conferred  Palestinian citi-
zenship  in order Sofia Sakorafa to participate in the Olympic 
Games in Athens with the team of Palestine. She involved in 
the initiative “A Ship to Gaza” and in 2009 she was in Gaza 
during the Israeli bombardment. She has been an MP since 
2007, leaving, however, the political party of PASOK in May 
2010 when she voted against the first Memorandum. She rec-
ommended to the Parliament the establishment of a Committee 
Audit or the public debt and participates as an independent MP 
in the Initiative Committee Audit. Additionally,  she activated 
in the establishment of the anti-memorandum Left Front. In 
December 2011, a political cooperation with the President of 
SYRIZA Alexis Tsipras was announced  while in April 2012, 
she becomes a member of the central committee of SYRIZA. 
During the elections of May 6, 2012 she was elected first dep-
uty in the second division of  Athens under the political party 
of SYRIZA and was reelected in the elections of June 17th. 
She is in charge of Parliamentary Work Committee Audit for 
the Ministry of Interior. She is a full member of the European 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and the European Committee on 
Petitions. Moreover, she is a substitute member of the Euro-
pean Committee on Industry, Research and Technology. Also, 
chairman of the Delegation of the European Parliament for EU 
relations with Central American countries (DCAM).
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Periscope

“Over the last four years more than $ 300.000 have been dis-
tributed to families in need in the form of dry food parcels 
throughout Greece and more than $ 10.000.000 medical sup-
plies have been allocated to Greek hospitals. All the above are 
indicative of the charitable  activities of the organization”, the 
regional manager of AHEPA (American Hellenic Educational 
Progressive Association) Mr. George Plomakakis pointed out 
in an interview  to “In-On” magazine.
Question: What is the role of AHEPA in this crucial period 
that Greece goes through?   
Answer: AHEPA helps our country over time in various ways. 
From 2011 till today, more than 10 containers with medical 
disposables totaling over $ 10.000.000 have been delivered to 
all hospitable structures of the country. Over the last four years 
more than $ 300.000 have been given to the Organization “AP-
OSTOLI” that belongs to the Church of Greece. The Organiza-
tion has distributed dry food parcels  to needy families all over 
Greece. All this is indicative of the charitable activities of the 
Organization.  At the same time, with interventions in the inter-
national decision-making centers it attempts to influence them 
so as to stand in favor of our national issues. Meanwhile, the 
31 sections of the Greek Region act as correspondents of the 
central organization and develop in the local communities, sig-
nificant charitable, social, educational and voluntary activities. 
Question: Tell us the new aims of the AHEPA 
Answer.:A few days ago, on 8th and 9th May 2015,  the annual 
Congress of the Greek Region of AHEPA was held in Komo-
tini. The Congress was a great success since the participation 
was outstanding. Also, a delegation from the Supreme Council 
of America attended. The annual report of the chambers and 
the Region was realized and directions were given for the new 
period that starts on July 1st. Apart from our obligations that 
derive from  the principles of AHEPA, our immediate goals 
is the development of AHEPA HELLAS Housing, namely the 
creation of a village at first, where our expatriates who miss  
their homeland, can spend a period of time.
Question: What is the history of the AHEPA? 
Answer: AHEPA was founded in Atlanta on July 26th, 1922 
by eight Greek expatriates due to the outbreak of prejudices 
and racism that appeared in the early 20th century within the 
American society. Moreover, the organization assisted the 
Greek immigrants to be assimilated in the local community.  
Today, AHEPA is the largest and oldest organization that pro-
motes and maintains the Greek heritage which is established in 
America. It represents the ideals of Ancient Greece, in which   
charity, education, civic education or family and personal dis-

tinction within the community are included. In the years that 
passed AHEPA’s offer to Greece is continuous over time. Since 
1922  - 1924  when the first program that funded the orphans of 
the Asia Minor disaster was created till today dozens of materi-
al and moral assistance programs have been implemented such 
as: During  the big earthquake in 1928 in Corinth the Organiza-
tion provided medicines and clothing. In 1934, the Agricultural 
School of Corinth was founded. In 1941, the Pan American 
Network was created in order to help the occupied Homeland 
and medicines, clothes and food totaling $ 4,000,000 were of-
fered. In 1945, the reconstruction program for the damaged 
Greece due to the Second World War was elaborated. In 1947, 
comes the Truman Doctrine (Harry Truman was a philhel-
lene and also member of AHEPA). The total aid for the period 
1941 - 1948 reached $ 12,000,000. In 1948, the first health 
center was established in Chrysoupoli, Kavala followed by 
141 more throughout Greece. In 1951, the construction of the 
AHEPA Hospital in Thessaloniki as well as the AHEPA wing 
at Evangelismos Hospital in Athens started. In 1953, with the 
assistance of the American Cretans, Venizelos Hospital in Her-
aklion was established. In 1955, clothes, medicines and food 
were sent for the earthquake victims in Volos while during the 
same year the monument of Thermopylae was constructed. In 
1960, more than 1000 kinds of books of Greek classical au-
thors were donated to American school libraries, colleges and 
universities And much more. In 1963, there was a Pan Ameri-
can fund raiser so as to reinforce the research of the famous 
physician - researcher Georgios Papanikolaou and much more. 
From 1928 till now, scholarships are given to expatriate chil-
dren every year aiming to maintain the Greek language.
Curriculum Vitae
George Plokamakis who was re-elected Regional manager  
of the AHEPA in Greece, was born in Chania, Crete in 1961, 
where he currently resides. He is a graduate electrical engi-
neer and worked for PPC since 1986 and from 2011 he worked 
for DEDDHE (namely the subsidiary PPC where the network 
functions were transferred) as the Head of Sector Network in 
the area of Chania. He has worked for 19 years as a teacher 
paid by the hour at the Technological Educational Institute 
(TEI) of Crete. He is the president of the District Chamber 
of Chania in the Professional and Scientific Association of  
Technological Training for Engineers (EETEM) and also vice 
president of the building society of Chania. He is a certified 
trainer of adults by EKEPIS (National Accreditation Center 
for Continuing Vocational Training),  Manpower Employment 
Organization (OAED) and PPC. He has collaborated with vari-

ous Vocational Training Centers in adult education programs 
and teaches in PPC schools. He is certified to the study and 
application of intelligent systems through the European KNX 
system. He is expert at the District attorney’s office and the 
District Court of Chania. 
He is a member and judge of State and judges the work of 
the International Union of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 

(IEEE). He has participated with papers in scientific and pro-
fessional conferences. He has been an AHEPA member since 
2004. He was president in the Section of Chania. He has served 
the Greek Region from various posts from 2009 till today. In 
2014, he was elected Regional manager (from July 1, 2014 
until June 30, 2015) and a few days ago at the Congress he was  
re-elected for the period July 1, 2015 until June 30, 2016.
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